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      This month's column is shared with Alex Gelman, our Vice President of Society 
Relations. As you can see this department is very active in promoting ComSoc and 
building our relationships internationally.  
      Expansion of ComSoc's technical scope and globalization of the industry require 
changes on the part of ComSoc. New applications and applications enabling 
technologies born on the boundaries of disciplines are emerging. Voice over IP, home 
networks and networked appliances, data and voice over cable, hot spot multimedia 
communications, mobile computing, and power line communications are a few 
examples.  
      While these areas are clearly within the scope of ComSoc, the professionals 
employed in many of the industry segments joining the supplier community for the 
new type of communications and networking infrastructure and user terminals 
historically have not been among ComSoc's constituency. To reflect changes in the 
industry and in order to adequately cover the new technical areas, ComSoc partners 
with a number of societies within and outside of IEEE. These partnerships are the 
responsibility of the ComSoc's Society Relations Council.  
      The Society Relations Council consists of two boards headed by two directors. 
The Related Societies Board (RSB) is headed by Curtis Siller. It covers relations with 
societies whose scope is complementary to that of ComSoc. The Sister Societies 
Board (SSB) is headed by Algirdas Pakstas. It is concerned with societies whose 
scope is similar to that of ComSoc. These are mostly national societies  
      Under the guidance of RSB ComSoc maintains partnerships with IEEE societies 
as well as societies outside of IEEE, such as ACM and ISOC. These partnerships allow 
us to create better products, often on the borders of disciplines. Examples of 



publications created in partnerships with IEEE societies are Transactions on 
Multimedia, which is a joint venture of four IEEE societies: ComSoc, Signal 
Processing, Circuits and Systems, and Computer Society. The recently created 
Transactions on Wireless is a partnership between ComSoc and the IEEE Signal 
Processing Society. Partnerships outside of IEEE are also fruitful. For example, 
Transactions on Networking is a publication that is a joint venture with ACM.  
      Partnerships with related Societies are also practiced in the area of meetings and 
conferences. Examples of joint projects in this area are ICME, which is a collaborative 
project between the same four partners as Transactions on Multimedia, and OFC, 
which is cosponsored by ComSoc, IEEE LEOS and OSA (more information on OFC can 
be found in this column in the May issue).  
      Relations with sister societies are handled by SSB. The objective of sister society 
relations is to extend ComSoc's reach to professionals around the world as well as to 
expose our colleagues globally to ComSoc's products and services, and to support 
global human internetworking, thus increasing the virtual mass of the professional 
community.  
      In addition to reciprocity in promotion of each other's activities, sister societies 
grant each other benefits often equal to those enjoyed by their own members. 
Among these benefits are subscription and conference registration discounts, 
opportunities to participate in technical activities and even rights to take on leading 
positions in various society committees. For example, recently the IEEE ComSoc 
Board of Governors passed a motion that grants members of sister societies rights to 
join and even chair a technical committee.  
      ComSoc has formal cooperation agreements and maintains strong ties with 14 
sister societies worldwide.  
      An examples of partnerships in the area of technical meetings is Moscow 
Internet '99 in collaboration with the Russian Popov Society. An exemplary 
partnership in publications is the Journal of Communications and Networks published 
by the Korean Institute of Communication Sciences (KICS) and technically 
cosponsored by ComSoc. This publication has achieved remarkable success, and its 
full cosponsorship by ComSoc is under discussion between the two sister societies.  
      Recently, the emphasis has been on the rapidly changing environment in Eastern 
Europe and Asia. There is little to no ComSoc presence in some Eastern European 
and Asian countries, and the only mechanism for mutual exposure between ComSoc 
professionals and our colleagues in these countries can be via sister society relations.  
      The best way to reinforce friendships among people is through personal 
contacts. The appropriate mechanisms for this are technical conferences where 
professionals meet and exchange technical ideas and face-to-face meetings of 
society leaders in the form of "sister society summits."  
      Sister society summits serve as fora for information exchange about the 
societies and their members' aspirations and needs. They help us to compare notes 
on hot technical issues and emerging technologies, and facilitate discussions of 
issues that concern communications and networking professionals in different 
industry segments and different countries.  
      The last Asian sister society summit was held in July 2000 partly in Yokohama, 
where it was hosted by the Communications Society of the Institute of Electronics, 

Information and 
Communications 
Engineers (IEICE-
CS) of Japan, and 
partly in 
Singapore.  
      At that 



summit, in addition to extending agreements between ComSoc and its Asian sister 
societies, a cooperation agreement was signed between IEICE-CS and KICS (photo 
below).  
      A sister society summit in Europe was held in conjunction with ICC 2001. Sister 
societies located in the territory classified as IEEE Region 8 as well as the Brazilian 
Telecommunications Society (CBrT) took part in this summit. A number of Eastern 
European societies that have comparable charters and technical scopes to ComSoc's 
were also invited. The most prominent case for a partnership was made by the 
representative of the Latvian Information Technology and Telecommunications 
Association (LITTA), Ms. Mara Jakobsone. As a result a Sister Societies Agreement 
has been negotiated at the summit between the two societies.  
      The agreement signing ceremony between ComSoc and LITTA took place at the 
Baltic Information Technology and Telecommunications Forum, BITT 2002. In the 
photo below is the Sister Societies agreement signing by ComSoc president Celia 
Desmond and LITTA president Imants Freibergs.  
      ComSoc representatives took part in panel discussions and presented technical 
papers at the forum, and also visited historical sites in old and beautiful Riga, the 
capital of Latvia.  
      The ComSoc team's visit to Latvia culminated in a reception given by His 
Excellency the Prime Minister of Latvia. In the picture below are, left to right: Celia 
Desmond, ComSoc President; Alexander D. Gelman, ComSoc Vice President/Society 
Relations; His Excellency Mr. 
Andris Berzin, Prime Minister of 
Latvia; and Algirdas Pakstas, 
ComSoc Director, Sister Societies.  
      Prior to joining the family of 
ComSoc's sister societies Latvian 
telecommunications professionals 
had no exposure to IEEE ComSoc 
products and services. Now they 
can get access to our publications 
and technical meetings at 
discount rates, take part in 
ComSoc's Technical Committees, 
and network with the global 
ComSoc community. At the 
invitation of ComSoc, LITTA's 
representative Ms. Sandra Linaberga attended ComSoc's 50th anniversary 
celebration at ICC 2002 in New York City.  
      Relations are strengthening between ComSoc and the Radio and Electronics 
Association of Vietnam (REV). ComSoc representatives Alexander Gelman, Tomonori 
Aoyama, and Tetsuya Miki have been invited to serve on the International Advisory 
Committee for the 8th Vietnam Radio Electronics Conference, REV '02. and Celia 
Desmond has been invited to serve as conference co-chair.  
      During summer 2002 Celia Desmond and G.S. Kuo, Editor-in-Chief of IEEE 
Communications Magazine, visited our Sister Societies in China. Discussions included 
prospects for closer cooperation between societies. Sister Society agreements were 
signed to renew the agreements with both the Chinese Institute of Communications 
(CIC) and the Chinese Institute of Electronics (CIE). Pictures of the participants at 
both signings are included on the following page.  
      The next Region 8 Sister Societies summit has been scheduled for September 
2002 in Budapest, and the Asia/Pacific region summit will be held in conjunction with 
GLOBECOM 2002 in Taipei.  



      ComSoc members can take advantage of sister society relations by attending the 
sister society summits as well as by participating in sister societies' technical 
conferences, and contributing and subscribing to their publications at discount rates.  
      Partnerships among societies and global human networking of professionals are 
the key to success in the truly multidisciplinary field of modern communications and 
networking that has become the backbone of the global economy.  

 
(Left to right) Professor Cai Liu, 
Professor Ke Gong, Mr. Jinquan Lin, 
Celia Desmond, G. S. Kuo, translator, 
Professor Weiyi Hu, Deputy Secretary 
General of China Institute of 
Communications.  

 
First row, left to right: Professor Cai Liu, 
Celia Desmond. Second row, left to right: 
Professor Ke Gong, Mr. Jinquan Lin, G. S. 
Kuo, Professor Weiyi Hu.  

 
(Left to right) Celia Desmond, Mr. 
Jinquan Lin, translator.  

 
From left to right: Professor Mengqi Zhou, 
Deputy Secretary General, Chinese Institute 
of Electronics; Professor Zong Sha, Deputy 
President, Chinese Institute of Electronics; 
Professor Hongkun Liu, Secretary General, 
Chinese Institute of Electronics; Celia 
Desmond; G.S. Kuo.  



 
From left to right: G.S. Kuo; Professor 
Hongkun Liu, Secretary General, Chinese 
Institute of Electronics; Celia Desmond; 
Professor Mengqi Zhou, Deputy Secretary 
General, Chinese Institute of Electronics.  

   

ComSoc Election Results Announced  

 
      The IEEE Communications Society's annual elections have 
concluded. On behalf of the ComSoc Nominations & Elections 
Committee and Society members everywhere, we extend 
appreciation and gratitude to every candidate who stood for 
election. All are talented, dedicated professionals willing to 
volunteer their time and energy to help manage the Society.  
      This year you have selected your next President-Elect and 
four Members-at Large of the Board of Governors. Our support 
and very best wishes go to Curtis Siller, President-Elect for 2003, 
and Howard Blank, Jorg Liebeherr, Joe LoCicero, and Hal Sobol, 
who will represent you as Members-at-Large for the 2003-2005 
term.  
      Please join us in welcoming our new officers who will lead 
ComSoc forward in the early years of the 21st century.  

Tom Plevyak  
Chair, Nominations & Elections Committee  
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